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ifrd ¢ “From Old Buildings to Historical Cultural Districts: The Development of

Architecture Heritage Recognition and Conservation in Shanghai”
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Abstract:

Compelled by rapid modernisation, demolition-based urban redevelopment has been
the prevalent means to facilitate economic growth, both historically and in
contemporary cities. Today, nevertheless, a growing awareness for the depletion of
historic buildings as consequence has come to the fore, especially in the cities of rapidly
developing Global East. Both for policy-makers and in popular spheres in cities such
as Hong Kong and Shanghai, historic buildings are becoming increasingly recognised
as important and safeguarded as valuable. Historic buildings are no longer old buildings
only, but are recognised as material artifacts that physically manifest the socio-
economic and cultural developments and achievements that shape the city and society.
This presentation will unpack the development of heritage recognition in Shanghai and
how conservation efforts intersects with contemporary developments from housing

marketisation to commercialisation.
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