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Introduction

The Constitution of the People’s Republic of China
(the Constitution) and the Basic Law of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s
Republic of China (the Basic Law) together form
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The Birth of the Basic Law

Thong Kang hus heen part of the termitary of China sinee ancient times; it was occuied
by Britain afier the Opium War in 1840, On 19 December 1984, the Chinese and
Aritish Governments signed the Joint Declaration on the Question of Hong Kong,
affirnng that the Government of the People’s Republic of China will sesume the

exercise of sovereignty over Hong Kong with effect from 1 July 1997, thus fulfilling

the Jong-cherished i of the Clunese people for the recovery ol
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The Birth of the Basic Law (CONT'D)

The Basic Law, together with the designs of the regional flag and
regional cblem of the HKSAR, was foemally adopted at the Thisd
Session of the Seventh NPC of the PRC an 4 Apal 1990, On the same
day, the PRC issued the “No. 26 Decree of the President of the People's
Republic of China" and promulgated the Basic Law.

The Basic Law came into cifect on | July 1997, The Basic Law isa

; Hong Kong, national law applicable o the whole nation, iscluding the HKSAR.

the constitutional basis of the Hong Kong Special A Ritmm & Upholding national unity and territorial integrity, maintaining the prosperity and
Administrative Region (HKSAR). They form the : \ stability of Hleng Kong, and taking account of its histocy and realities, the PRC

: . » . 2 S has decided that upon China's reswnption of the exercise of sovercigaty over Hong
foundation of “one country, two systems” and provide - 4’ N Rt fn g ’ Kong, a HKSAR will be established in accordance with the provisions of Article
a strong safeguard for the long-term prosperity and 45 fidm AR % 31 of the Constitution and that under the prinesple of “one country, two systems™,
stability of Hong Kong. the socialist system and policies will not be practised in Hong Konge

In accordance with the Constitution, the NPC hereby enacts the Basic Law, preseribing
the systems Lo be practised in the HKSAR, m order 10 ensure the implementaton
of the basic policies of the PRC regarding Hong Kong,

The Basic Law is the constitutional document for |
the HKSAR, enacted by the National People’s e
Congress (NPC) in accordance with the

-

Constitution. The Basic Law prescribes the systems to be practiced in the
HKSAR, in order to ensure the implementation of the basic policies of the
People’s Republic of China (PRC) regarding Hong Kong, i.e., “one country,
two systems™, “Hong Kong people administering Hong Kong” and a high

degree of autonomy.
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