
Teaching Topic 

Urban planning in Hong Kong: 

Development of country park enclaves in Tai Long Sai Wan 

 

Relevant concepts / terms 

 Sustainable development (Web-based Resource Platform for Liberal Studies 

 Resources  Relevant Concepts  NSS LS) 

 Sustainable urbanisation (Web-based Resource Platform for Liberal Studies 

 Resources  Relevant Concepts  NSS LS) 

 Quality of life (Web-based Resource Platform for Liberal Studies  Resources 

 Relevant Concepts  NSS LS) 

 Land use planning (http://www.wordiq.com/definition/Land_use_planning) 

 

Suggested questions for enquiry 

 Why did the green groups lodge a complaint regarding proposed 

village development plans at the country park enclaves in Tai Long 

Sai Wan? 

 What are the importance and values of Tai Long Sai Wan country 

parks?  

 What factors should be considered in formulating land use 

strategies? 

 Do you agree that the government should develop the country parks 

to solve the housing problems?  

 In view of the growing need for housing, what options should the 

government explore besides developing the country parks? 

 If the country park development is to be carried out, what can the 

government do to minimize the impacts on the environment? 

 

Suggested examples for enquiry provided by Resource Package

（Resource Package P.34-35） 

 Priorities in measuring the quality of life and impact : Teachers 

may consider using specific cases or examples (such as the “North 

East New Territories New Development Areas Planning” or the 

building of an artificial beach at Lung Mei, Tai Po proposed by the 

government) to allow students to explore the attitudes and opinions of 

different stakeholders in these cases so as to assess their priorities 

with respect to different aspects of quality of life.  

 



 Actions in the pursuit of quality of life: Regarding the environment, 

environmental groups think that an overwhelming number of walled 

buildings in urban areas have blocked the sunlight and weakened air 

ventilation, thereby affecting the health of residents. Teachers may 

use this example to explore with students how buildings and urban 

development planning affect the quality of life of Hong Kong residents, 

and what actions residents can take to express their opinions and 

demands.  

 

Relevant news/ cases/ data/ commentaries/ pictures (Directly relevant or 

closely relevant topics)  

 Martin Williams. (2014, Mar 2). “Why country parks benefit Hong 

Kong”. South China Morning Post. 

 Julie Chu. (2014, Mar 1).“Decision to incorporate Sai Wan into 

country park was 'in public interest'”. South China Morning Post.  

 Pearl Report (2013, Dec 9): “Save our country parks”. Retrieved from  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dyNeHMxV_Jk 

 “Tai Long Sai Wan controversy.” Ming Pao Daily News (2013, Dec  

2). Retrieved from  

http://www.mingpaotor.com/htm/News/20131202/HK-gfw1_er.htm?m=0 

 Yannie Chan (2013, Nov 26). “The real threat to Hong Kong’s country 

parks.” Retrieved from  

http://hk-magazine.com/city-living/news/real-threat-hong-kong%E2%80%99s-count

ry-parks 

 Ernest Kao. (2013, Nov 19). “Green Groups challenge country park 

enclave development plans”. South China Morning Post. 

TVB News. (2013, Oct 19). “Save our country park forum, Sai Kung.” 

Retrieved from http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XlVvBAG3Z_A 

 Hong Kong’s Information Services Department. (2013, Oct 9). 

“Country park enclaves protected.” Retrieved from  

http://www.news.gov.hk/en/categories/environment/html/2013/10/20131009_17162

9.shtml  

 Olga Wong. (2013, Oct 5). “Plenty of land outside country parks could 

be used for development.” South China Morning Post. 

 Peter Pun & Lam Chiu Ying. (2013, Sept 25). “Not just a question of 

homes vs trees.” South China Morning Post.  

 Raymond So. (2013, Sept 19). “Country park controversy.” China 

Daily. Retrieved from 



http://www.cdeclips.com/en/hongkong/Country_park_controversy/fullstory_80077.h

tml 

 Radio Television Hong Kong. (2013, Jul 23). “The Pulse: Saving Tai 

Long Sai Wan.” Retrieved from 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOcQ9QVrIDw 

 WWF Hong Kong (2010, Jul 21). “Background of the destruction at 

Tai Long Sai Wan.” Retrieved from  

http://www.wwf.org.hk/en/tlw_updates.cfm?2420/Background-of-the-destruction-at-

Tai-Long-Sai-Wan 

 

Teaching packages (Directly relevant or closely relevant topics) 

 Planning for a Sustainable City - Teaching Kit: Teacher's Handbook 

(Web-based Resource Platform for Liberal Studies  L & T Resources  Teaching 

Packages) 

 

Learning and teaching materials published by the EDB (Directly relevant 

or closely relevant topics) 

 Issues of Science, Technology and the Environment in Perspective" , 

pp83-101. 

 

Assessment items (Directly relevant or closely relevant topics) 

 North East New Territories New Development Areas (ED37) 

 The Environmental Impact Assessment Reports on the Hong 

Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge Project (ED06) 

 Housing problems facing young people (ED43) 

 Lung Mei Man-made Bathing Beach (EE36) 

 

Relevant or comparable examples for enquiry  

 To ensure the native species can flourish in their natural habitat in, 

Hong Kong may learn from Africa’s experience by adopting an 

adaptive management approach to protect the natural resources in 

the rural parts of Hong Kong.【“How do Hong Kong’s Country Parks compare 

to world’s best?” 2011, November 16) Retrieved from 

http://www.cleanbiz.asia/blogs/how-do-hong-kong%E2%80%99s-country-parks-co

mpare-world%E2%80%99s-best】 

 The Town Planning Board has announced the publication of the draft 

Hoi Ha Outline Zoning Plan and the environments also held opposing 

views towards the proposal.【“Hoi Ha Wan marine park is under direct threat”. 



(2013, Sept 19)  Living Seas Hong Kong. Retrieved from 

http://livingseas.hk/wordpress/hoi-ha-threat/】 

 

Other resources  

 Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department. (2013). 

“Country park enclaves of Tai Long Sai Wan, Kam Shan and Yuen 

Tun to be incorporated into country parks.” Retrieved from  

http://www.afcd.gov.hk/english/publications/publications_press/pr184

7.html 

 Development Bureau and the Planning Department. (2007). Hong 

Kong. Hong Kong 2030: planning vision and strategy: final report. 

Retrieved from  

http://www.pland.gov.hk/pland_en/p_study/comp_s/hk2030/eng/finalr

eport/ 

 Hong Kong’s Audit Commission. (2013) Report No. 61, Protection of 

Country Parks and Special Areas (Executive summary). Retrieved 

from http://www.aud.gov.hk/pdf_e/e61ch05sum.pdf 

 Information Services Department (2012). “Hong Kong: The Facts: 

Town Planning.” Retrieved from  

http://www.gov.hk/en/about/abouthk/factsheets/docs/town_planning.p

df. 

 Green Power. “Environmental Monitoring: Ecological Survey of 

Country Park Enclaves.” Retrieved from 

http://www.greenpower.org.hk/html/eng/job_environment_01.shtml 

 Lai, Lawrence Wai-chung (2004) Change in Use of Land – A Practical 

Guide to Development in Hong Kong. Hong Kong: Hong Kong 

University Press.(Hong Kong Public Libraries Call Number: 711.4095125 LAI) 

 Naess, P. (2001). “Urban Planning and Sustainable Development.” 

European Planning Studies. Vol. 9(4), pp. 503-524. 

 Nissim, Roger. (2012). Land Administration and Practice in Hong 

Kong. Hong Kong : Hong Kong University Press. 

 


