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i I. INTRODUCTION: THE HOUSEHOLD REGISTRATION (EURQU} N
i SYSTEH AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE

The following events took place in 1981 in Beiyan village
in my home county of Raoyang in southern Hebei. One week after
failing the high school entrance examination, a 15 year old
girl committed suicide. On the cover of her notebook she left

theseswords:

) July, 20, 1981
Mom and Dad,

Goodby for ever. I feel sorry for your wasted efforts
in supporting ny schooling for so many years. But I
failed to pass the high school entrance exam. There is
no hope for me to go to college, and no “hope fer the
family to change our rural hukou. Having caused the
family such disappointment, I have.no.face to live in the
world. .

Just bury me in my shabby clothes. Don't buy a coffin
f6F me. Save every penny to support my brother and
sisters, and ask them to study harder.

I love you all.

Your daughter Xiao pern,’

h‘ I :annoé\_forg’et the lovely young face of my former
student, or her miserable funeral. This is not, however, an

HE exceptional example. Hukou-related tragedies abound in

contenporary ¢China, especially in the countryside. Such

tragedies take the form of suffering, madness, crime, apd

—Cheng Tiejun,PhD Thesis 1991,State University of New York, “Dialectics of Control- =Chan Kam Wing, 1994, Cities with Invisible Walls
The Household Regis tration (Hukou) System in Contemporary China” NUFFELD 1
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