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Difficulties faced by students in doing Independent Enquiry Study (IES),

= |ndependent Enquiry Study (IES) is a learning experience encouraging students to take
up the major responsibility of learning under their teacher’s supervision so that DIffICUIt)’
students will be independent and self-directed learners through the enquiry process.

= Students have to compile an IES Report on a contemporary issue by adopting the
structured enquiry approach, which comprises four parts, namely A. Problem DIffICUIt)’
Definition, B. Relevant Concepts and Knowledge/ Facts/ Data, C. In-depth Explanation
of the Issue and D. Judgement and Justification.

= In conducting the IES, students have to delineate the factors/ differences/ conflicts/
controversies/ relationships/ impacts involved, explain and justify their views/ stance/ DIffICUIt)’
decision/ choice/ value judgement on the issue by employing and analysing relevant
information, with concepts and knowledge.



Reminders on the setting of |IES topic

= First, we should let students know that the IES topics are more like the last sub-
question in Paper | /2 - in order to justify controversies and make judgement.

= Sample topics:
- Should “policy”/”’measure” be implemented?

- Do you agree that“ X is beneficial to HK people’s quality of life / development of
HK” or do you agree that X brings more pros > cons to HK people?

- Is that essential / possible to promote X in Hong Kong!?

- Is X effective in achieving goal(s)? Is X the best measure to deal with the problem
Y?



Reminders on the setting of |IES topics.

= |ES topics should be able to do “evaluation 514" or to make “judgement 5"
= Try not to set the topic like the part a/b question in Paper |.

- ldentify and explain possible factors ...... These should not be
the topics, but the

possible focus
questions.

- What are the possible influences of ......
- What are the possible concerns of ......

- How’s the current situation of ......

= How about the following questions? Could they be the IES topics?
Or these should be
the explanation foci.



Reminders on the setting of |IES topics.

= |ES topics should be able to do “evaluation ¥1f1” or to make “judgement & Ef”

- ldentify and explain possible factors ...... - Evaluate the major factor of.......

- What are the possible influences of ...... > Evaluate the impacts (pros vs cons)

—>Is that possible/feasible for ...... to do
- What are the possible concerns of ...... sth.in HK?
- How'’s the current situation of ...... = Should X be introduced/ implemented

in HK?



One of the major difficulties,
— Unable to choose separation / integration of Parts C & D /
Don’t know how to distinguish Parts C & D




Version | — Separate Parts C & D.

Version Il — Integrate Parts C & D.

Part C: In-depth Explanation of the Issue (Only applicable to Version I of the Table of Contents)

Guiding questions:

® How do you explain, analyse or interpret the following related items in the process of

Part C+D: In-depth Explanation of the Issue, Judgement and Justification (Only applicable
to Version II of the Table of Contents)

enquiry by applying relevant concepts and knowledge/ facts/ data? For example,
& factors bringing about the issue
& impacts brought about by the issue/ suggestions for the issue /
& majority views/ disagreements/ diversity/ conflicts or views from different

perspectives on the issue

==

Guiding questions:

Part D: Judgement and Justification (Only applicable to the Version I of the Table of Contents)

Guiding questions:

How do you respond to your enquiry questions from multiple perspectives so as to
provide evidential support for your arguments?

What are your major arguments and evidential support in response to the enquiry
question, by applying relevant concepts and knowledge/ facts/ data?

What is/ are your views/ stance/ decision/ choice/ value judgement/ evaluation in the issue
enquiry?

While integrating the in-depth explanation of the issue in the judgement-making process,
how do you provide evidential support for your arguments by considering the focus/
controversy/ discussion points of the issue concerned?

How to respond to your enquiry questions from multiple perspectives by considering the
factors/ impacts/ relationships/ major viewpoints of key stakeholders/ disagreement/
embedded values in the issue?

Based on your understanding of the issue and the application of relevant concepts and
knowledge/ facts/ data, what are your major arguments and evidential support in response
to the enquiry question?

What is/ are your views/ stance/ decision/ choice/ value judgement/ evaluation in the issue
enquiry?
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Common approaches in separating Part C & D

Referencing from briefing sessions on LS |IES cum group meeting in previous years




Approach |:taking Part C as data description/ reporting
RIN 2

SRS T 5B TS 8, SRR
7 - BRLEREMIGRA LIS 895 D EALS S FARSH Em@gﬁ{@@ 2 ( —J a [ /L
EHHRED)  (HOBRRHE « 545 > SO - BISEA - S8R Y @ﬁﬁ)‘\_@) - e

RE—EHNE  FRSENE o L Rp RSy « 55 RS
TAERRE - RGN TEARS BRRGFBAINE » BRFEEOR
SARRG ERC RTRET BRERS L8 - REGELTE
TE, » MHREGRBRDBRGGD - BEN S TIRTENES - 5
A FEHEA WP S BRALI - BEERH BTSN AL
REISER RSN 5  REFRENE . FRSSHMEERE
R AT A B AEFRER REEHE - MERENE N -

ﬂiﬂim ﬁh‘n‘lf& ﬁ'IJ.I'E{& H-‘ﬂ‘ﬂﬁ‘ lcn\J'_'lc:H

B AR - BERTARATEE UGS BIEH 1B A QWIS ET S « 2 AT RS

A

LT RIS HESR

6 [ee) 1~ 11

FEE T AR IS TIERE  F 0 A5 RE LARES
A

SR 40 AT IR ALY « A 10 A BRI ERATHY

) ; ! . o Ligeot b - BR SHEETREE  HECERRRS  HE
N _ » - - . £ TR SRR R - T SRR T R A+

52 BRTEH S0 LHSARAIEREBE IS EY - N 2 ERHE RS ¥ SRR AATRE - AR e R S PR L

'ﬁ 2 HACRR (10 - B AN S N T b LA B - TR S T O




Approach |:taking Part C as data description/ reporting

= Advantage(s) of taking this approach:
- Weak students are able to lengthen their discussion.

- Let students to have a clearer picture of their own topics.

= Limitation of taking this approach.

- Repetitive and wordy discussion in part D, particularly when students are not
able to search for more secondary sources of information to justify their POVs,

- Students may not align Part D with Part C —“Weak linkage between analysis
and justification” / “ldeas are disjoined”.




Approach 2: Describing general situation, referencing from various secondary sources of

information in Part C; and present primary/secondary sources in Part D
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Approach 2: Describing general situation, referencing from various secondar

hand information in Part C

= Advantage(s) of taking this approach:

- It’s easier to guide students to avoid from providing repetitive citations in Part D.

- Good to remind students on using both primary and secondary sources of
information.

= Limitation of taking this approach.

- May still have repetitive discussion/ideas.

- May not be able to align Part C with Part D —“VVeak linkage between analysis and
justification”/ “ldeas are disjoined”.




Common approach(es) in integrating Part C & D

Referencing from briefing sessions on LS |IES cum group meeting in previous years




Part C: Focus on answering focus questions
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Part C: Focus on answering focus questions
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Limitations:

- Weak students may have messy presentation.
- Students may only focus on presenting each FQ, but

may not be able to answer the objectives of the topic.

Students may not be able to further bring out high-

level of summary as they have already presented their
justification in each focus question.
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Distinguishing high & low levels of performances

Problem Definition and

FemTaNS Identification of Concepts/ Explanation and Justification Presenta!tlol.l ax:d Initiative
Level Kuowledge (Weighting: 5) Organisation (Weighting: 1)
eighting: o eighting:
(Marks)# (Weighting: 3) (Weighting: 1)
e Defines and explains clearly the | ® Deploys highly useful information Communicates ideas in a e Has been proactive,
focus and scope of the enquiry, e Provides a highly relevant linkage between the analysis, concise and well-organised resourceful, able to work
the enquiry plan (e.g. justification and the information manner, with a coherent with little supervision in
perspectives for enquiry)/ data Sharply identifies, clearly and logically articulates factors/ structure solving problems and
collection method,; articulates impacts/ relationships/ major viewpoints of key stakeholders / Uses data effectively (e.g. in reflecting on their work, as
clearly the significance of the disagreements/ embedded values in the issue, with highly the form of tables, evidenced in the process of
. Issue relevant concepts and knowledge/ facts/ up-to-date information photographs, charts and conducting the enquiry
Outstanding — et _ o _ . o f_ \ :
Achievement Qlear]y identifies necessary and Fully and logically justifies the standpoint/ choices/ decision Loures Sh_OWS tlme-managem‘enl
(79 marks) highly relevant concepts/ with highly relevant concepts and knowledge/ facts/ up-to-date | ® Clearly and accurately skills and meets deadlines
— 9 marks

knowledge and explains the
relevance and applicability to the

enquiry

information, showing strong logical reasoning and high level
of multiple-perspective thinking

Provides insightful ideas/ views, which are relevant to the
issue concerned and the enquiry question, with supportive
arguments

Addresses well the issue and the enquiry question with a
comprehensive analysis from multiple perspectives

acknowledges sources of
information

Makes continuous
improvements




Problem Definition and

Performance Identification of Concepts/ Explanation and Justification Presenta?tlor-l al:d Initiative
Level Knowledge (Weighting: 5) Org-a ms.a tion (Weighting: 1)
(Marks)# (Weighting: 3) (Weighting: 1)
may omit some key concepts e Provides ideas/ views which are fairly relevant to the issue
concerned and the enquiry question, and with fairly supportive
evidence
e Addresses the issue with an analysis in a limited scope and
depth which lacks detail in parts/ tends to be one-sided/ focus
on certain perspectives
Shows superficial understanding | ® Provides a weak linkage between the analysis and the Compiles a report with little e Relies on teachers’ extra
of the issue/ attempts to information or presents irrelevant information/ gathers organisation/ irrelevant ideas/ instructions in the process
highlight the issue concerned/ information in a limited scope without focus ; expresses of conducting the enquiry
the enquiry plan (e.g. e Points out vaguely the stakeholders’ ideas/ thoughts/ factors/ his/her ideas vaguely e [s weak in time
perspectives for enquiry)/ data impacts with regard to the issue, but some of them may not be Presented data management and always
collection method; shows little relevant/ correct inappropriately fails to meet deadlines
awareness to/ misinterprets the ® (Gives a briet and inadequate explanation or partially correct Is unable to acknowledge the | ® Puts in little effort in
Low significance _Offhe issue or ; explanation of some of the stakeholders’ views, by applying a sources of information making improvements
Achievement problem, or is ur}able FO explain superficial level of knowledge or concepts appropriately
the focus of the issue in terms of | ¢  Attempts to provide some brief and inadequate explanations in
(1 =3 marks) its significance

Lists some concepts/ terms/
facts, which may be irrelevant; is
unable to explain the relevance
of the concepts to the enquiry

relation to the issue and his/her standpoint/ choices/ decision,
but the explanation is too partial; using irrelevant concepts/

knowledge/ out-dated or partially relevant/correct facts/
information, showing illogical arguments without evidential
support

®_Docs not address the crux of the issue/ does not focus on the
problem as defined/ provides a biased/ non-substantiated/
ambiguous/ contradictory argument




How to guide students to choose separation or
integration of Parts C & D?

Version |: Separation of Parts C & D




Comparison between |ES focus questions and DSE paper |

(a)

(b)

(c)

(a)

(b)

Describe the pattern of acceptance of different ethnic minority groups by Hong Kong ethnic
Chinese as shown in Source A. (4 marks)

From Sources A and B, identify and explain fwo factors that might affect the aspirations of ethnic
minority youths for their future in Hong Kong. (6 marks)

‘Hong Kong is an ethnically integrated society.” To what extent do you agree with this view?
Explain your answer with reference to the sources provided and your own knowledge. (8 marks)

From Source A, identify and explain fwo reasons why an increasing number of young people in
Hong Kong are undergoing plastic surgery. (6 marks)

With reference to the sources provided and your own knowledge, should the Hong Kong
government ban ‘medically unnecessary’ plastic surgery on under-18s through legislation?
Justify your stance. (8 marks)



Choose the presentation format by topics & objectives

= Designing FQs like part a/b (4-/6-m-

= The following topics are easier / better to : ,
questions) in Pl;

present Parts C and D separately.
= and answering each FQs in Part C.

FQ |: Current situation / pattern

FQ 2 — 3 /4 : (Levels of) Influences on
concerned stakeholder(s)/ concerned

areas. —

- Evaluate the influences of X on HK
teenagers/ residents / citizens.

- Evaluate the effectiveness of X in
achieving goals.

o Sharply identifies, clearly and logically articulates factors/
impacts/ relationships/ major viewpoints of key stakeholders /
disagreements/ embedded values in the issue, with highly
relevant concepts and knowledge/ facts/ up-to-date information




Choose the presentation format by topics & objectives

= Show evaluation and judgement in Part D

= practicing evaluation / comparison in DSE Paper 2

Sub-title: Criterion for evaluation l. In terms of , | think
(policy/measure) bring impacts >
impact

Benefit/strength identified from your findin ' '

-IPrimary (Refer to figure ) / Secondary sources!? — ¢ Uses dala effectively (e.g.in

the form of tables,
photographs, charts and

Drawback/ limitation identified from your findings. o Fully and logically justifies the stam fces/ decision figures)

-IPrimary (Refer to figure )/ Secondary sources!? with highly relevant concepts and knowledge/ facts/ up-io= o Clearly and accurately
information, showing strong logical reasoning and high level acknowledges sources of
of multiple-perspective thinking information

Evaluation (Why +ve / -ve outweighs another?) L—> § Provides insightful ideas/ views, which are relevant to the

- Own judgement from other secondary sources ? issue concerned and the enquiry question, with supportive

- Judgement made from other primary sources (Refer to arguments

figure ) |




Choose the presentation format by topics / objectives

= Designing FQs like part a/b (4-/6-m-questions) in Pl;

= and answering each FQs in Part C.

= The following topics are easier / better  ® Possible focus questions, e.g.
to present Parts C and D separately. - Current situation / pattern
- Whether aims can be achieved (effectiveness in

. achieving goals / benefits or drawbacks).
- Should the measure / policy be

introduced / implemented in HK? - What are the concerned parties’ opinions of...?/

- What are the factors affecting stakeholders
to...... ?
—

o Sharply identifies, clearly and logically articulates factors/
impacts/ relationships/ major viewpoints of key stakeholders /
disagreements/ embedded values in the issue, with highly
relevant concepts and knowledge/ facts/ up-to-date information




Show judgement in Part D

Does the finding reflect the urgency/ seriousness of the ~ Any unfavorable condition / obstacles/ limitations in

problem? implementation are observed?

Any favorable condition / opportunities of Any finding justifying that the measure/ policy brings )
implementation are observed? more cons than pros influences? @/
(Referring to primary sources/ secondary sources? ) \

Which priority (ies) of concerns is/ are more important?!
(Referring to primary sources/ secondary sources? )

Any finding justifying that the measure/ policy brings Any alternatives [primary sources/ secondary sources? x
more pros than cons ? achieve the similar aims , which are agreed by the

@ respondents (primary sources/ secondary sources? ) | /®
"—" Which priority (ies) of concerns is/ are more important? @

(Referring to primary sources/ secondary sources? )

Any further suggestion [refer to primary / secondary
o improve the problem identified in Part C
(refer to fisure )

©




Short summary

If students would like to present in the format of separating Parts C & D,
teachers could,

= Reminding students about the focus of Part C is presenting views and
findings in multiple perspectives; while that of Part D is concluding the major
controversy and showing their personal judgement, but not repeating the
views;

= Guiding and teaching students to design focus questions like the setting of
DSE LS Paper |;

= and to present Part D like answering Paper 2 question

= Providing students worksheet(s) to remind them on the possible angles of
making judgements / to remind them on the importance of aligning the
findings in Part C with judgement in Part D.

Additional benefit of
this presentation
format :

Doing IES = Doing
examination paper
practices



How to guide students to choose separation or
integration of Parts C & D?

Version ll: Integration of Parts C & D




Choose the presentation format by topics & objectives

= The following topics are easier / better to = Designing FQs like part b /c (6-/8-m-questions) in

integrate Parts C and D separately. Pl;
= and answering each FQs in Part C.

FQ I:In what way would HK students/residents
do more/ less?

FQ2-3/4:

-To what extent...?

- Is HK people 4

- Will be popular in future?

- Investigate the (potential development) of - What are the potential opportunities/ constraints?

in HK (Is that possible/ essential -How feasible is certain measures to be practiced

to...)? in HK?
—  —

- Investigate the causal relationship o Sharply identifies, clearly and logically articulates factors/

between & . impacts/ relationships/ major viewpoints of key stakeholders /

disagreements/ embedded values in the issue, with highly
relevant concepts and knowledge/ facts/ up-to-date information




Design of focus questions = the key to make judgement in the integrated Parts C & D.

Sample topic:

To investigsate the foreseeable trend of third-party payment in Hong Konsg.

FQI.Are the services of Third-Party Payment (TPPM) align

with local customers’ purchasing pattern?

Student was requested to form alignment
between secondary sources (Current

FQ2.What are the factors influencing local customers’ coverage of the services of TTPM) and
usage of the TPPM?

0

primary sources of information (Local

_—t customers’ purchasing pattern)
FQ3: Could the current promotions by the government and
the commercial sectors increase customers’ incentives in Student was requested to form alignment
. . ) g
using third-party payment! between findings in FQ | > FQ2 - FQ3
— =

FQ4: What are the opportunities and difficulties in
promoting third-party payment in HK? Student was reminded to do justification
and make judgement in some FQs.

1 Evaluating| the push factors of promoting the Third-Party Payment locally
and the potential challenge to TPPM’s development.




Part C. In-depth explanation of the issue, judgement and justification«
+
FQ 1. o

+

Introduction: Brief background and your stance on this FQ.+
+
el

#1.2 Topic sentence / Second significant finding of this FQ-

Related finding from questionnaire (Try to summarize | According to the +
the finding, instead of describing data in detail.) questionnaire (fig __)...many
respondent ..o

+
1.1 Topic sentence / First significant finding of this FQ~

Related finding from questionnaire (Try to
summarize the finding, instead of describing data in

According to the
questionnaire (fig__)...many

iy secondary sources of information also justified A -+
the similar finding? <

Could

apply
eitherone
into your
discussion.+

detail.) ¢ respondent ...}2
="y secondary sources of information also justified a
the similar finding? ¢
Any secondary sources of information showed a
contradictory view? «
M | Can the data/ information further explain the o
previous finding in FQ1/2/37 +
or+
Would this data be useful in later discussion?s

Justification/ Elaboration on source implication. «

+
+
i
+
Chart Title Chart Title
0 10
0 0
c}x-" P N ’ (}x-" o Q?"\..
Series 1 mSeries 2 mSeries 3 Series 1 m Series 2 mSeries 3
RN E— 2 00 |
Fig.1 Fig. 2+
Picls Pic2+s
Picl The above picture showcased ..........2¢ a

1 According to Fig 1, most of the respondents agreed with ... which record 65%+
24

[Type here]+
+

Could Any secondary sources of information showed @ 2
a;_::ply contradictory view? «
_E:Itherone Can the data/ information further explain the el G
E:E;Z?;n . previous finding in FQ1/2/37 «
or«
Would this data be useful in later discussion?+
Llustiﬁl:ation/ Elaboration on source implication. « [+
o
+
a
o
1.3 Topic sentence / Third significant finding of this FQ.
Related finding from questionnaire (Try to According to the +
summarize the finding, instead of describing data in | questionnaire (fig __)...many
detail.) < respondent .4
m=\ny secondary sources of information also justified & +
Could the similar finding? <
apply Any sean:nl:IElr\,r .sources of information showed @ 2
eitherone contradictory view? ¢
into your Can the data/ information further explain the @ Gl
discussion.« previous finding in FQ1/2/37 +
or+
Would this data be useful in later discussion?+
Justification/ Elaboration on source implication. « [
o
@
+
1.4 Conclusion (This is the part showing “judgement / insightful finding or
ideas)-

- Any gradual alignment could be observed? «

- Any evaluation? Says, which factor/ influence/ pattern is more significant? «
- Any areas should be further justified in later chapter? «

-

3 According to Fig 1, most of the respondents agreed with ... which record 5%+
4 According to Fig 1, most of the respondents agreed with ... which record 65%+
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Sample student’s report
— forming alignment between first and secondary sources of information

2. What are the reasons influencing local customers® engagement in Third-Party Payment?~

Expectation
Translation: AbpayHK workers clamed +
to recerve complamts on credit card
- . ' breaching due to lack of verfication.
— _ ) [mmeunan am "::#I -mmm
[ s
] 2 i, T
| ENFEBRERAERE oo
s, o [ T TSR
i B W 0 R R o R
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Figure 13: {left) Hong Kong mobile payment users emphasizes privacy more than the overall Asian wsers; (right) news exiract on dishonest use

of alipayliEe

I "Over 60% of the respondents does not have any experience of using mobile payment, in which the majority is concerned about unwarranted
disclose of personal nformation", hitp://wwnawr hiaps cuble edu hle'wd/ni20180208-163315 1 pdf reference from Dr. ZHENG Wan-tai1 Victor
(CUHE)W
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Conclusion:

Citation from Mr. Lo KaYiu, published on HKEJ dated 20 Dec, 2017

{HHNRFTENB R FRRGERNZE(L - C - D Mo A FERRR a5z - =
WA RE IR N A SEE SRR R IVIR I © 1T S M P 38 (5] E2 SR B o 1 o P ) A
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For integration of Parts C & D,

-- Alignment between data finding and justification is essential criterion.
-- Students of limited ability in organization and information analysis may not be
suitable for taking this presentation approach.

-- Teachers should take a more active role in teaching students’ skills of aligning
data finding and essay writing skills.




Conclusion:

Citation from Mr. Lo KaYiu, published on HKEJ dated 20 Dec, 2017

{HHNRFTENB R RRGERN %L - C» D Bl B ERERR S HR7TmiE =
AT A IR NS5 B SR EE IR » 1T & R U S [RS8 SR B SR o P e A
ng (B F RE RES BER R A AR A L B N B Z RLAYIE L ¢

Teacher should take a more active role in,

-- guiding students on setting topics = not restricting their choice of theme ,
but modifying the direction of investigation and clarifying their objectives.

-- guiding students to decide scaffolding FQs with reference to DSE question types.




