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Reviewing the School-based Liberal Studies Curriculum with
Reference to the Liberal Studies Curriculum and Assessment Resource

Package

LEUNG Chak-ho (j€%%)
CCC Heep Woh College

The school-based Liberal Studies curriculum in our school has been designed
and modified based on teachers’ interpretation on the Curriculum and Assessment
Guide. With the release of the Liberal Studies Curriculum and Assessment Resource
Package (Resource Package), which articulates more clearly the breadth and depth of
the curriculum, a reference is provided for our teachers to evaluate the school-based
curriculum.

1. Clarifvinag th th of th rriculum

The Resource Package does not only clarify the depth of the curriculum, it also
provides a clear framework for school-based curriculum development. For
example, in Module 4, the Resource Package (p.76-80) clearly explains the learning
and teaching focus of the area and provides a number of examples for student enquiry
in class. We discovered that responses to globalization were not highlighted in our
school-based curriculum. With reference to the Resource Package, more enquiry
activities could be added in this area. Now, we are planning another enquiry activity
as suggested in the Resource Package, which is the positioning of Hong Kong as the
“Asia’s World City”, so as to foster a more in-depth understanding on Hong Kong’s
response to globalization.

2. Establishing cross-modular possibilities

The Resource Package has established many cross-modular possibilities.
For example, the concept of ‘lifestyle’ is highlighted as linkage across modules in the
Resource Package (p.87 & 105). Our form 4 curriculum involves the teaching of
Modules 5 and 6, and the issue of ‘lifestyle’ serves well in connecting these two
modules.  New cross-modular learning activities based on ‘lifestyle” will be further
developed.
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As lesson time is limited, it is nearly impossible to work on every cross-modular
possibility as suggested in Resource Package. To encourage self-learning and
reading, self learning packages are issued in our school and they are part of our school
based curriculum. ‘Consumerism’, an issue linking up almost all modules (from
Resource Package p.19, p.68, p.73), will be the first cross-modular topic in the school
term.

3. Enhancing professional sharing among team members

More importantly, in reviewing our school-based curriculum with the
Resource Package, the fruitful discussion and professional sharing among colleagues
further enhance teachers’ understanding on the curriculum. Liberal Studies teachers
are of different expertise. In the evaluation of the school-based curriculum, teachers
have the opportunities to share their opinions and interpretation on the Resource
Package. New curriculum ideas are generated but, more importantly, discrepancies
among teachers are narrowed.

~- End --
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Sharing on the Liberal Studies Curriculum and Assessment Resource
Package

L1 Siu-tak, Bruno (ZJk7&E)
St. Clare’s Girls’ School

The Liberal Studies Curriculum and Assessment Resource Package gives
teachers a better clarification in choosing the materials for teaching modules 5&6. The
issues are not standalone topics. Instead of teaching them separately, teachers should
establish lateral links with other modules. Regarding the depth in teaching these two
modules, we are aware that we should not focus on the details in science and
technology, but rather on the relationship between science and technology and the
environment.

1. An Enquiry Example for Illustration

When we discuss the recent issue of “the surgical removal of breast tissue of
Angelina Jolie”, our focus will not be on how the operation is done and how the
operation affects the patient. We should consider example for enquiry as an issue
for discussing the controversies involved in the development of medical technology.
For examples, the risks and benefits concerning a new medical technology, whether
the government should legislate to prevent the abuse of a new medical technology and
whether the development of certain medical technologies should continue, how
priority should be accorded in resource allocation and whether resources should be
concentrated on disease prevention or treatment.

2. Interconnection Among Modules

It will be meaningful if we link up module 5 and module 6. There are a lot of
interconnections between the Modules of “Public Health” and “Energy Technology
and the Environment”.

For example, while teaching the impact of an energy technology, we should not
overlook its influence on public health. For instance, how does leakage of radiation
from a nuclear plant endanger public health? How does the construction of a wind
turbine impair people’s hearing ability? The government should consider these issues
before building an infrastructure.
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In teaching light pollution, we usually focus on its effects on physical and mental
health. Yet, we could trace back the root cause of light pollution, which is the
unhealthy lifestyle of city people.

3. Improve Assessment Literacy

Also, | find chapter 3 very useful for teachers to formulate assessment tasks for
students. It gives a very good illustration on setting a good cross-modular question.
(Pg. 120 to 124). After teachers have better understanding of the linkages among
different concepts, the questions set will have clear assessment objectives in assessing
students’ abilities.

~- End --
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