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Independent Enguiry Study

Independent Enquiry Judy (IES) has ﬁ'mh%‘)m and -
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the total IES mark respectively.

A total of 488 schools participated in IES this year.  The Proeess mark of IES was not moderated, Data on the
moderated Task mark shows that 62.2% of schools fell into the ‘within the expected range’ category, with
17.2% of schools giving marks higher than expected and 20.6% giving marks lower than expected.  However,
among the schools with marks higher or lower than expected, the majority only deviated slightly fom the
expected range.  The proportion of schools in the *within the expected range” category retnains about the same
as that in 2013,

As In previous years 2 seminar was held to brief teachers on the general performance of IES in the 2015
examination to enhance their understanding of the requirements of IES.  In the seminar, the Stuctured Enquiry
Approach and the corresponding marking guidelines, which are applicable to the 2017 Examination and beyond,
were explained. The IES Supervisor and District Coordinators shared some strategies to help students of
various abilities to conduct the IES. Disirict Coordinators held group meetings with School Coordinators to
share their experience of using various teaching tools to facilitate the conduct of IES. In addition, annctated
exemplars of Products and samples illustrating various levels of performance were uploaded to the HEEAA
wehsites hitp:fwww. hleaa edu hi'enhkdse/assessment!.  Teachers and students may refer to these samples to
gain a better inderstanding of the requirements and marking standard of IES.

Below, we comment on students’ Process performance and their Task performance in the Froduct Stage.

Performance in Process

District Coordinators have continued to laise with schools in order to umderstand how they help students to
complete their Tasks with school-based Process assessment activities, such as mind-maps and group discussions
on formolating the enguiry question.  Afler reviewing the Process marks submitted by schools, a small number
of schools were found to have awarded narrow mark ranges, an issue which also arose last year,  For these

cases, District Coordinators reviewed the assessment documents and discussed methods of improvement with
the Schocl Coordinators.
Task Performance in Product Stage

A prerequisite for producing a good Task is having an enquiry topic with a clear focus and an appropriate level

of difficulty. This . the proportion of student's tasks achieving this isite continued to be high.
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With regard to the teols for data collection, many students used a variety of tools and there was an improvement
in the situation of over-relying on questionnaire surveys. When conducting questionnaire surveys, students
should pay attention to the relevancy and reference value of their survey targets. When conducting online
surveys, they must consider the characteristics of Imjemet users and the limitations of the sampling process,
The number of students using second-hand data for analysis keeps increasing, Students are reminded to




Task Performance in Product Stage

A prerequisite for producing  good Task is having an enquiry topie with a clear focus and an appropriate level
of difficulty. This year, the proportion of student's tasks achieving this prevequisite continued to be high.
This reflects that teachers and students had & good understanding of the learning objectives of IES, and as a
resu!t wiere nhle to formulate fm:bl: topms wnrthy nf enquiry. _However, some Products were undermined by

_ questions,  This situation should be brought to the attention of

With regard to the tools for data collection, many students used a vatiety of tools and there was an improvement
in the situation nf vcr-relgig i guasunnnm sm'l.rﬂs Whm muduchng questionnaire surveys, students
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questions with datp from different perspectives a In most cases, students who were able to make
good use of the hypothesis for enquiry and expacud enquiry findings effectively selected appropriate data for
analysis.
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Four Ste_;ps in Conducting IES

A step 1 * Problem Definition <§% a7 % D
* Relevant Concepts and Knowledge/ g =
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* In-depth Explanation of the Issue
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* The student can put elements together to form a functional whole, create a
Crﬁaﬁtng new product or point of view : assemble, generate, construct, design, develop,
formulate, rearrange, rewrite, organize, l:lE"-"ISE

* The student can make judgments and justify decisions: appraise, argue,
defend, judge, select, support, evaluate, debate, measure, select, test,

verify

* The student can distinguish between parts, how they relate to
each other, and to the overall structure and purpose: compare,
contract, criticize, differentiate, discriminate, question,
classify, distinguish, experiment

* The student can use information in a new way:
demonstrate, dramatize, interpret, solve, use,
illustrate, convert, discover, discuss, prepare

* The Student can construct meaning from oral,
written and graphic messages: interpret,
exemplify, classify, summarize, infer, compare,
explain, paraphrase, discuss

* The student can recognize and recall
relevant knowledge from long-term
memory: define, duplicate, list,
memorize, repeat, reproduce

Trinity University, “Inside Trinity:. ADDRESS: <https://inside.trinity.edu/collaborative/collaborative-
grants/course-redesign-stipgnds/course-assessment-and-outcomes>
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