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Preface: Vernacular dwelling is only one of may types of Chinese architectures, yet

most represents the fundamental culture of Chinese people.
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Explanation of Typologies of Chinese Architecture
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Chinese Culture decided by~ ZKAEATE 13 st AN
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The unity of Chinese is driven by natural forces. ... Confucius already clearly noted that
the destiny of China would be a huge agricultural system, thus the best way to form such a
grass root system is to promulgate clan unity, meaning that everyone’s role was already
determined by the position in the family, whereas the question of what other rights one
enjoy, will be decided by the social system.”.
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Ray Huang, “Grand History of China”, 1993
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Lesson: Most aspects of Chinese culture, including beliefs, customs, architectures, and ¢l "Tjﬂ,‘%‘ftﬂ'ﬂ SRUTH  BIEEM - BE - BERFELEN
family structure, are caused by the traditional paddy rice production. YR E&KIEEETR -
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Chinese people consists of 5 Main Tribes i
Apart from minority tribes /L& 2%, most are
Han, Manchurian, Mongolian, Moslem, Tibetan,
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Fan Tribes divide into i Three Groups in South Edge of
7 Main Cultural Clans [X %, China especially in HK
Characterized by 7 Main Dialects 775 ={E 5 CEEBIEREE

North JE,
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7 L&*, Anhei “ZZ£)),
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T = Origin of the Min Clan i EE & 4875 (56 M
Origin of the Hakka Clan g?%%ﬁé/ﬁ (37 M) a) . Pre-history: Local Miniuelrii ﬁﬁ'ﬁiﬂgﬂ}ﬁ)

a) 3 C: Major warfare of Jin Dynasty: Massive migration of clans from b) 15t C BC: Qin Empire fell, Min-Yue local Kingdom set up.

Yellow River regions to Yangtze River regions ATERMEE 2T BIRRE
%jf(%%ﬁb(ﬁﬁﬂ HTEZRIT c) 7th C: Grand Tang: Expanded sea trade, population increased,
b) 10™ C: Fall of Tang Dynasty: Clans move further to Confucius culture expanded, famous administrators arrived.

South Jiangxi and North Fujian fERK KB 28R / B b BEERE - ATHE - EEFR - 2%

¢) 121 C: Fall of Song Dynasty: Clans cross the ranges to End of Tang, local warlords dominate, set up Fujian local
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17" C & 18 C:EH | & 11th C: Song 5&: Capital in Hangzhou,
Further moved to Sichuan/ thereafter China economy focused in South |
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15t C BC: Han dynasty made peace with
local Yue Kingdom, hence Han culture
proliferate.
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7th C: Tang Dynasty: Open up
Mei Gateway across South Range,
becomes major trading center of Sea Silk
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Cultural Groups in S China and HK. At v | - Yue Dialect originates in Han Dynasty,
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Route of Historic
Mass Immigration
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Different groups settle in different regions
and develop different cultures.
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“Not all of Lingnan was alleviated delta, ... common method

was to construct a river gate pi, .... And so dikes were

built. ...The larger a project became, the more cooperation of
various groups: families (hu), villages (xiang), or districts (du),
was required to construct and managed”.

Robert Marks, “Tigers, Rice, Silk, and Silt”, 1998
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Conclusion: Growth of large clans in Chinese society, especially in
villages of Guangdong / Hakka / Fujian / Chaozhou region, in late
Qing dynasty, is caused by competition of opportunities within the
feudal system and resources of agricultural environment.
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TRIEEFELESE  Clan Struggle and engulfment
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“Clans developed rapidly in the Guangzhou Prefecture
through this process, thus powerful clans appeared, able
to ignite armed struggles, suppress weaker groups, and
even contest the government. ... , some large clans
engulf smaller ones, thus forming Mono-Surname
communities in the Pearl River Delta region.”

Feng Jiang , “In the Name of Forefathers: Traditional Kinship-based Settlements
And Ancestral Halls in the Canton Prefecture in Ming and Qing Dynasties”, 2011
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Typical Quadrangle House f&EXEpU&p5
Three main characteristics of a layout of a Chinese house cited by Prof Ronald Knapp

ik R AT REREMEHN =R E

HKU Space CHM Academic Director Edward Leung May 2013 E A B E LS A TR B X T R




rotective Settlement Architecture Kﬁ%ﬁfiﬁ%
Typical House Form of Hakka & Min-nan Groups gy ﬁ% o 3 [ 2 LR
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Explanation: Walled Village is formed
by families desiring to live within a

A e o common defensive compound. Thus

A , o . :
WALED  Stelans  Tompi vl«‘w;‘ﬁ%; ——a " g is made up of independent houses. It
VUARE e A I g has a common temple and a central
TR iy /4 T L A common street. Each clan will have

/a-lv-%’z-"/‘//'/‘y- 'R e 2 ‘ ; its own ancestral hall. It has no
/1?0 ﬂ 4 ' - R common courtyards. But Walled
- e e -y House belongs to one single large
v S e A e family. Hence it has only one

" - ; ; ot ancestral hall. All rooms face
Viage Weukower B o ai Walled Village 758 common courtyards. All aisle pass
P o through common courtyards and

communal rooms.
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North China Mansions in Parallel Form Hakka / Min Clans Concentric Houses

Yong-ding Hakka
WallHouse
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“The organization of large families in ancient China, ... collapse at end of Tang “The multiple-bank houses of Guangdong / Fujian boarder retains the concentric
Dynasty, ... when Ming / Qing comes, as large families revived, ... people simply courtyard form, (because)... as the large families migrated in Tang Dynasty, ... they

duplicate / expand their small quadrangle houses, into single repetitive large dwellings”. ¢ retained the collective dwelling lifestyle for the sake of security and production. *
Xiao Wen, “Study of Multiple Block Vernacular Houses", 2003. Xiao Wen, “Study of Multiple Block Vernacular Houses”, 2003.

Conclusion: The Concentric Collective House Form of the Hakka / Min-nan / Chaozhou Cultural Groups is inherited from an ancient Chinese custom
already vanished from N China, and are thus invaluable architectural heritage.
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