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Why organizing a field trip in 
Liberal Studies?

• A – awareness:  arousing attention of what is 
happening in the community

• B – broadening:  collect first hand data 
unavailable from secondary 
source

• C – critical thinking: focus of controversial issue

Matching “ABC” in LS
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What can be done in a field trip?

• Observation 

• Data collection
– Quantitative : counting traffic volume, noise level
– Qualitative : people’s opinion
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How can a field trip be arranged?

• teacher & students collecting background 
information

• pre‐trip: suitable weekday and time
• provide relevant materials to students in 
advance: background information

• Briefing in school 
• Grouping
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Getting to know our community 
through a field trip 

May 30, 2014
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Briefing in school

1. Why go for a field trip
2. Expected learning outcomes
3. Route and checkpoints
4. Essential information related to the site
5. Focus of observation
6. Division of labour
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Daily route during our 
school life

1. Why go for a field trip?
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A different scene at the other side of Waterloo Road
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2. Expected learning outcomes
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3. Route and checkpoints

1234
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The time tunnel

Where was / is the red brick building?
Is the red brick house used appropriately today?
Should this be kept today?

Old Water Pumping Station on Shanghai Street 
(上海街抽水站 )  Red Brick Building (紅磚屋)

4. Essential information related to the site
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Refuse Collection Point (油麻地垃圾站)
and Yau Ma Tei Shelter (露宿者之家)

Controversy on planning 
for social facilities 
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Stakeholder’s view point:

LegCo member oppose 
against the location of the 
Yau Ma Tei shelter:

“有議員批評政府將垃圾收
集站和露宿者同置於「樓
上樓下」，反映了政府
「賤視窮人」；亦有議員
表示不能接受將露宿者與
垃圾「擺埋一堆」，應分
開重置，令他們有尊嚴地
生活。”

Observe the living environment

Appropriate land use?

Should the Home for the 
Homeless be there?

Your viewpoint?
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Fruit Market 油麻地果欄
Controversy on preservation

5. Focus of observation
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Concepts about resettlement & redevelopment

• Lower density development, public space 
with greenery

• Exhibition and performance 15



What might be worth preserving?
Culturally? Architecturally? Functionally? Economic 
return?
Is the operation of fruit market compatible with the 
surrounding environment?
Rational land use planning? Meeting traffic needs of the 
area?
What are the considerations?
Any suggestions you would make to the government on 
making Yau Ma Tei a better place?

Should the fruit market be preserved? 
Why / Why not?
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6. Division of labour

Student What to observe?

1 
(leader)

Overall benefits & problems / risks brought to 
the fruit market and surrounding area

2 Economic activities? Wholesale or retail? 
Implications?

3 Architecture of the buildings? Building materials? 
Calligraphy?

4 Environmental Impacts e.g. hygiene

5 Environmental Impacts e.g. traffic, noise
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Observation with problems on your mind
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My observation

Reasonable inference
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Students’ learning outcomes 



Problems

Benefits

My observation
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Problems observed:
Categorization

Hygiene

Traffic

Noise

Building structure

21



Draw a sketch 
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Reflection:
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Learning Outcomes ‐ brief written report

YES!
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NO!
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Why organizing a field trip in 
Liberal Studies?

Matching “ABC” in LS
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Newspaper
First hand data vs second hand data
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Fruit Market in Reality
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Marked difference between first hand and second hand information
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Environmental 
Impacts:

• Poor hygiene
• Obstruction of 
pavement
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Professional Development ‐
Joining the field trip to Yau Ma Tei

How is the idea generated?

31



32



What are the considerations for 
choosing a study area?

• Near our school : Cost‐effective
• Observation + own knowledge
• Suitable weekdays and time
• Identify a controversial issue 
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